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THE ENCHANTED PALACE. 



" The Enchanted Palace " is a new version of a story that hab cheered ana 
charmed the childhood of many generations, the evergreen legend of " The Sleeping 
Beauty. 1 ' 

It is the seventeenth birthday of the beautiful Princess Crystal, and the opening 
of Act I. discloses her fairy guardians in an apartment of the palace. Their 
endeavours to fill her life with perfect happiness have been to an extent thwarted by a 
powerful but malicious fairy, who now appears, and with triumph proclaims that the 
Princess is to die at noon. The Fairy of Life, unable to wholly undo the mischief 
of her potent adversary, undertakes to throw a spell over the entire palace by which 
the Princess and all about her shall fall into a profound slumber for a hundred years. 
During this long interval the sleepers are to be protected by an enchanted thicket and 
remain motionless as figures of marble. At the expiration of the century the spell is 
to be broken by the arrival of a Prince from over the mountains. 

The fairies vanish, and without change of scenery the preparations for the royal 
festivities proceed. Much amusement should be created by the humorous characters ; 
the three pillars of the State, viz., the Wise Man, the Poet, and the Jester ; also by 
the Chancellor, and the impecunious King, who, in acknowledgment of his subjects* 
loyalty, presents them, through his minister, with a new and beautiful scheme of 
taxation which shall include them all. At the stroke of noon, while a dance is in 
progress, the Fairy enchantment falls upon the palace. The dance is arrested, and all 
the figures upon the stage — the Princess, the King and Queen, the maids of honour and 
courtiers — become instantly fixed and motionless. This tableau closes the First Act. 

Act II. reveals the outside of the thicket a hundred years afterwards, and the 
r .-, arrival of Prince Emerald, who learns the story of the sleeping Princess from the 

fairies who appear as village maidens. 

pi The removal of the thicket presents the still and silent scene as in the tableau 

closing Act I. The Prince, who has been maliciously delayed in the woods, enters as 
the century is on the point of expiring, and just in time to frustrate the evil Fairy, 
who is waiting the moment to turn palace and people into dust ! He takes the hand 
of Princess Crystal and the spell is broken, the dance being resumed where it had 
been stopped a hundred years before. Prince Emerald's story, which is received with 
huge merriment, leads to much complication and bewilderment, and gives scope to 
the humorous characters ; but, being eventually confirmed, all ends in happiness. 

There are several parts for no a- singers ; and any number of persons may be 
introduced into the enchanted tableau, which also gives opportunity for a great 
variety of costumes and colours and the exercise of artistic skill. 

The Enchanted thicket might be easily represented by a row of tall shrubs placed 
toward the front of the stage, or by the paper fohage which is readily obtainable. 
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THE ENCHANTED PALACE. 



CHARACTERS. 



Ktng. [Spoken only,) 
Prince Emerald. (Soprano.) 
Chancellor. (Mezzo -Soprano.) 
King's Wise Man. (Soprano.) 
f , Jester. (Mezzo -Soprano.) 
,, Poet. (Mezzo- Soprano) 
Queen. (Spoken only.) 
Princess Crystal. (Mezzo- Soprano.) 
Ladies of the Queen. 



^Concerted in Tria* 



(Chorus. S. d A.) 
Princess, j 

Chief Maiden. (Small singing part. Mezzo-Soprano. \ 

Courtiers. 
Fairies — 

Fairy of Life. (Spoken only.) 

,, ,, Darkness. (Mostly spoken. Can be spoken throughout.) 

„ ,, the Palace. (Mezzo- Sovrano.) 

„ Guardians of the Princess. (Chorus. S, db A.) 

There are eight singing parts and three spoken parts. Choruses for S. & A. 
Scenes only are reqmrea. 
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PART I. 



Scene. — An apartment in the Kings Palace. Morning. At the back of the stage there are two throne^ 
one for the King and the other for the Queen, between the two there is a couch for the Princess. These will be 
occupied in the Tableau which closes Part I. The whole should be decorated as elaborately as possible. Fairies 
discovered. 
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No. 2. Solo and Chorus of Fairies.— " BORNE UPON THE MOKNING BREEZE. 

Soprano. 
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Fairy of the Palace. — Seventeen years ago to-day, 
when the Princess Crystal was born, we all 
assembled and gave her our choicest gifts. At 
your desire I became the Fairy of the Palace, 
and remained to guard her from all evil influences. 
I have made her pathway bright and beautiful. 
But alas ! of late a spell, stronger than mine own, 
has cast a shadow over her against which I 
contend in vain. Let then each one now say 
with what gift she endowed the Princess, and 
perchance we may find the cause of the evil we 
deplore. 



1st Fairy. — My gift to the Princess was a gentle 
heart full of love and tenderness for all. 

2nd Fairy. — I decreed that she should win the love 
of all around her. 

Zrd Fairy. — I gave her beauty of face and form. 

Uh Fairy.— My gift was happiness and freedom from 
all pain. 

Fairy of the Palace. — Good gifts all. Whence then 
comes the ill? Let us by our united power 
bring its author into our presence. 



No. 3. 



Chorus of Fairies.— " SPIRIT ! WHOSOE'ER THOU ART.' 
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Fairy of Life. — Not so ! She shall not die ! I too 
was there, and guessing the evil intent of the dark 
Fairy I hid behind the curtains until she had spoken 
and gone. Then 1 spoke last of all, and my gifts 
were long life and the love of a gallant Prince. I 
could not wholly undo the work of a Fairy older than 
myself, but I have decreed that instead of death the 
Princess shall fall into a profound sleep which shall 
remain unbroken for a hundred years. At the end of 
that time she shall be awakened by the Prince of 



whom I have spoken. That she may not be distressed 
upon awakening, all in or about the palace, even her 
little dog, shall remain during the whole time, un- 
conscious and motionless as statues of stone. And 
that she may not be disturbed, an enchanted thicket 
of thorns shall arise around the palace, hiding its 
walls, and preventing any from entering therein. 
Thus shall our good wishes triumph over the evil, and 
our beloved Princess yet enjoy all the gifts with which 
the loving Fairies have endowed her. 
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( While singing the last Be/ram the Fairies disperse, and exeunt. Enter, the King's Wise Man, the King's 
Jester, and the King's Poet.) 
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Sage se - date, Three ser • vants of the crown I 
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Sage se - date, Three ser - vants of 
|| 1 :— :t |t :— :t |1 :— :n In 



the crown ! 
- :n In :— 



$ 



ST=^= 



fi 



^ 



=t=P^ 



^=r^ 



-^-ai- 



Sage se-date, Three ser - vants of 
In :— :1 |se :— :n In :-.r:d :n 





f r r 1 P 1 -^-fr 1 1 1 JN i r 1 Ij 



j-i j 1 ii j J ^ jl|i ^ M 1|J1 r i j 



r 



ffwe Jfan. — Yes. But hasn't it ever struck you 
that while it is pleasant to feel that we are thus 
important, there are times when our duties are 
just a little bit trying 1 For instance, at dinner 
yesterday when my thoughts were otherwise 
occupied, the King suddenly demanded wisdom. 
I gave him the choicest sample I could com- 
mand, but, from his reply, I have my doubts as 
to whether he quite appreciated it. His precise 
words were " Wise Man, you are an ass." 

Jester. — that's nothing ! Last evening I was 
suffering from toothache, and had just got my 
poultice nicely adjusted, when I was summoned 
by the King who had returned disappointed 
from the chase and required mirth. I entered 
with a cheerful, albeit a swollen countenance, 
and said, " Whence, your Highness, comes this 
lowness?" His reply was touching. 

Both.— What said he ? 

Jester. — Nought in words. He merely raised his 
foot. He had not removed his royal hunting 
boots, and I was quite put out. 

Poet.— But what are your troubles compared to 
mine'/ I have to celebrate in verse the prowess 
cf a monarch who has never been in battle in 
his life, and who is terrified at the sight of a 
sword. Last night, after I had gone to bed, he 
sent for me ; " Well, Poet," said he, " tomorrow 
is the birthday of the Princess. Hast thou 
prepared appropriate verses for so august an 
occasion ? ' u Nay, your Majesty," I replied, " in 



obedience to your royal command, I am pre- 
paring further songs to commemorate your 
Majesty's peerless valour in the field." " Good," 
said he, "but put that aside for the nonce, and 
have ready by tomorrow morning a few score of 
verses in honour of our daughter's birthday." 
I have toiled all night, and here are the rhymes. 
I will read them to you. 

Both. — Don't, pray don't ! we will not so far trouble 
you. 

Poet. — Nay, 1 count not the trouble in the cause of 
friendship. (Beads — ) 

" None more fair was e'er beholden 
Than the maid with tresses golden." — 

Both. — Don't, pray don't ! 

Jester. — We have always been good friends, hav'nt 
we? 

Wise Man. — We never did aught to harm you, did 
we? 

Poet. — What mean you ? 

Wise Man. — Wbat we mean is this, in a few 
minutes you will perchance read it to the Court, 
let us then wait, and thereby not only have the 
pleasure of listening to your verses, but also the 
pleasure of anticipating that pleasure. Peace ! 
here comes the King. 

[Enter the King and Queen, Ladies of the 
Queen, Courtiers of the King, and the 
Chancellor. The Poet hastily hands round 
copies.) 
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No. 6. 



Piano. 



March and Chorus. 
Allegro moderato. 
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iant King! Let all the land 
- .s Is .s :1 .t Id 1 :s 



-Tr-vt 



^ 



r* ! N I s in m 



with 

:f 



fcfc 



# # 



Hail 



to the King ! our val 
:s .,s |s :- .s | s 



l 



4- 



iant King! Let all the 
- .s |s .s :f .f 

H"^ i 1—1 



land 
n 



Id 



with 
:r 



be 



^ 



W 



H P— | 



-*S^ 



1 H J l>£ 



==p 



i 



plau 



dits 



ring ! 



|s :— Is : — 



fc 



IZ2I 



plau 

II" 



dits 
If :- 



ring ! 

In ' : 



4+ 






£ 



-J---4 



-#- p 



tz-5 » ^ r m 



3t_ 



^ 



#■ 



SI 



^ 



f 



1 



^ 



-4-- 



^ 



it :* 



Qw6en. — Silence ! stand aside, sir ! Why am I thus 
slighted ? prithee explain, Sir Poet, or dread the 
bowstring ! 

Poet. — May it please the Queen's most excellent 
Majesty — there is a second verse. 

Queen— It shall not be sung ! Methinks thou art a 
traitor ! I'll not be praised in second verses. 
Beware ! Second verses indeed ! 

(She retires to h?r throne, at back, in displeasure.) 

King.— Loving subjects ! With joy we greet you on 

this auspicious day ! Let the three pillars of the 

state stand forth. Wise Man, hast thou laid 

by stores of wisdom for this great occasion ? 

Wise Man.-— I have, my liege. A deep solemnity that 

defies expression — (he is stopped by the King. 
King. — Yes, that's the sort of solemnity we like — 
stand back. Where's our Fool l Is thy wit in 
trim? Thou wert in sorry form last night. I 
hope our answer did not hurt thee. 



Jester. — Nay, King, but I was much moved 
thereby. 'Twas quite an unexpected rise. 

King. — Good. Where's our Poet ? Hast thou pre- 
pared the lines in honour of the Princess's 
birthday ] 

Poet. — I have, your Majesty, in fifty verses, which, 
with your royal permission, I will now read. 
(suppressed groans.) 
'* None more fair was e'er beholden 

Than the maid with tresses golden." 

King. — Good. That'll do. Stand back ! Where's 
the Chancellor 1 Have all things been arranged 
as we commanded ? 

Chancellor. — All, so please your Majesty. The 
populace even now throng in the courtyard, and 
are eating and drinking to their hearts' content. 

King. — Eating, drinking 1 who said aught of eating 
and drinking ! who's to pay for that, you sorry 
knave? 
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Chancellor. — May it please your Majesty, knowing 
the state of the royal exchequer, I took the 
precaution to add a footnote to your Majesty's 
gracious invitation, to the effect that each person 
should bring his or her own victuals and drink 
for the day. 

King. — It is well. We will go forth presently and 
smile upon them. In the meantime my trusty 
friends and loving subjects, be it known unto all 
that we are deeply sensible of the loyalty and 
devotion which we have this day received from all 



parts of our realm. (Cheers.) We have therefore 
decided to commemorate our daughter's birthday 
by bestowing upon all a token of our own royal 
favour. (Cheers.) After much consideration as 
to the form which this should take we have 
decided upon a comprehensive addition to the 
taxation, the nature whereof we have instructed 
our Chancellor to make known, and we hope you 
will all be duly grateful. {Cheers.) [The King 
retires to his throne.) 
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(The King and Queen rise in their places. Enter the Maidens of the Princess, and Princess Crystal ? 
attended by Pages ; after bowing to all present, she is conducted to the couch between the thrones.) 
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The Fairy of Darkness appears behind the couch of the Princess. She touches the Princess with her cand. 
Princess Crystal hides her face in her hands during the next four linex. 
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The King and Queen are in their places. The Princess reclining upon the couch between them. After the 
dance has proceeded awhile, the Fairy of Life appears behind the Princess. At the first stroke of the clock she 
touches the Princess with her wand, which she then extends over the company. The music is suddenly arrested and 
all upon the stage become fixed and motionless in the attitudes they are in ivhen the dance is stopped. The 
Tableau lasts while the clock strikes the remainder of the. hour. A faint Chorus of unseen Fairies is heard 
singing. 
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No. 10. Chorus of Fairies (behind the Stage).—" PEACEFUL THROUGH 

THE SILENT YEARS." 
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PAET II. 



I^flENE I. — Outside the thicket. The Fairies are discovered. 
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Fairy of the Palace.— Peacefully through the century 
of silence the Princess Crystal has slumbered, 
guarded by the Fairies that love her. Every- 
thing within the Enchanted Palace is exactly as 
on that distant day when the Fairy of Life 
threw her protecting spells around her. No 
mortal foot has been able to penetrate that 
mighty thicket. But alas ! where lingers the 
Prince whose toucli is to awaken the sleeping 
Princess, and reanimate the still forms that 
throng the silent halls 1 The hundred years will 
end at noon to-day, and unless he be at hand 
the Princess will die, and all within the palace 
will crumble to dust. 

All.— Alas ! why lingers the Prince ? 



(The Dark Fairy enters.) 

Dark Fairy. — Because he has lost himself, poor 
young man. Ha ! ha ! Oh I could shake with 
laughter. I appeared to him, and proffered my 
guidance, and he is now wandering a few leagues 
hence in the tangle of the woods. Perchance by 
set of sun he may arrive, but at noon my 
triumph, though tardy will be complete ! (Exit 
the Dark Fairy.) 

(Enter the Fairy of Life. ) 

Fairy of Life. — Not so, for I have led his steps 
aright. He comes ! Let us appear to him as 
mortal maidens. (The Fairies disappear.) 

(Enter Prince Emerald.) 
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{The Fairies speak in turn as they move pastor 
around the Prince.) 

\st Fairy.— You see, sir, as it all happened a 
hundred years ago, we cannot be expected to re- 
member very much about it. 

2nd Fairy. — They say an evil Fairy decreed that the 
Princess should die, and that a good Fairy changed 
this to a long sleep. But, of course, we don't know. 

3rd Fairy. — And they say that after a hundred 
years a Prince is to come over the mountains, and that 
when he touches her hand the spell will end, and she 
will awake. But, of course, we don't know. 

4th Fairy. — And they say that the thicket will open 
at a certain spot, which we could show you, when the 



right Prince comes and draws his sword. But, oi 
course, we don't know. 

5th Fairy. — And he had better be quick, for they 
say that the hundred years end to-day, and that unless 
he touches the Princess's hand before twelve o'clock, 
she will die. 

All together. — But, of course, we don't know ! 

Prince. — Stop ! The spot where the thicket will 
open ! Show it me quickly ! {Draws his sword.) 

Fairies— Oh, sir ! How you frightened us ! 

Prince. — Let no time be lost, I beseech you ! 

Fairies. — Then come this way, sir, please 

( They go out singing * Tra la la" followed by 
Prince Emerald — while the Scene is changed.) 
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Scene II. — The Tableau must be exactly as left at the close o/Part I. 

Princess, kneels, and takes her hand. 
Dark Fairy.— baffled ! {Exit.) 



(The Dark Fairy appears behind the couch of 
the sleeping Princess.) 

Dark Fairy.— One minute more, and sleep will 
change to death, and all these silent forms to 
formless dust. (A pause, during which she 
stands with extended wand.) 

(Enter the Prince hurriedly. He rushes to the 



(The music and dance are instantly resumed 
where they had been arrested. The Princes* 
sits up. The Prince remains kneeling^ 
King and Queen sit rubbing their eyes.) 
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Chancellor. — May it please your Majesty, I spy a 
stranger ! 

^/.— May it please your Majesty, we all spy a 
stranger ! 

King. — So do 1. Pray, young sir, whence — 

Q uee n.— Silence ! this concerns me. Get up, young 
man. (Aside.) In truth, a goodly youth. 
Who are you, and how came you here ? 

Prince. — Men call me Prince Emerald, fair Queen, 
and I come from the kingdom beyond the 
mountains. 

King.— Proceed. Why came you hither '/ 

Prince. — Listen, King, and you fair Queen, and 
you, sweet Princess, and you, ye gentle Courtiers, 
for mine is a strange and wondrous story. A 
vision came to me in the darkness of the night, 
and I beheld a stately palace wherein no life was, 
but all the people thereof were mute and motion- 



less like figures in sculptured marble. And a 
Princess slumbered there, a maiden of surpassing 
beauty. Then methought I heard a voice, and 
thus it spake, u So hath it been for a hundred 
years, and thou alone of all the breathing world 
canst break the spell. " 

A 11— Wonderful ! What then ? what then ? 

Prince.— When this vision had been thrice repeated, 
I took it as a sign, and left my home in quest of 
the palace of my dreams. After much travel, 
my footsteps wandered hither. An enchanted 
thicket parted to admit me. I passed the 
sleeping people in the courtyard — the silent 
sentries heeded me not — I wandered from room 
to room, each with its human statues, until I 
came to this, the hall of my vision. The Prin- 
cess slumbered upon the couch. I touched her 
hand ! The spell was broken — the sleep of a 
hundred years was ended ! 

(All laugh heartily.) 
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£m<7. — Yes, a passable jest ; but according to our 
protective laws no jester save the one appointed 
by ourself is allowed within our realm. If 
therefore our court barber has awakened from 
his long sleep, he will at once cut the locks of 
our merry visitor sufficiently short to allow the 
royal executioner, who we trust is also aroused, 
to pursue his avocation without inconvenience. 

Princess Crystal. — father ! 

King.— Well, sweet Princess. 

Princess.— You promised me that on this my seven- 
teenth birthday — 

King. — Stay, is it your seventeenth birthday? Ac- 
cording to this young gentleman, it must be your 
onehundred-and-seventeenth. (All laugh.) 

Princess — You did promise me to grant me any 
request. Let not this young Prince, for such I 
am persuaded he is, be judged hastily. Bid some 
go without, and by such evidence as they may 



glean, rebut or confirm this strange and wonder- 
ful story. 

King. — What say you Wise Man? 

Wise Man. — Methinks the fair Princess speaks with 
wisdom. 

King. — Well, we will humour her. Go forth some of 
you and see what great changes have taken place 
in an hour. (Exit all except King, Queen, 
Princess, Chancellor, and Prince Emerald.) 

King.— Can it be, dear Crystal, that you think 
seriously of this strange jest. 

Princess. — Yes, my father. But I think it no jest, 
and I am sure that he is a Prince. 

King. — How ? sure ! Have you ever seen his face 
before 

Princess. — Yes and No. (Musingly.) 

King. — My dear one, you must be dreaming. 

Princess. — Not now, perchance I have beea. 
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(Princess Crystal approaches the Prince during 
the Song, and at the last line takes his hand. 
The Queen, however, interferes and leads 
her back to her place.) 

King {to Chancellor). — There's something uncanny 
about this ; — of what are you thinking ] 

Chancellor. — I was thinking, my liege, that if this be 
true, I have a hundred year's salary due to me ; 
and I was wondering whether your Majesty 
would prefer to pay the whole at once, or, say 
in four quarterly instalments. I would not for 
worlds put your Majesty to any inconvenience, 

K'mg. — Thanks. We will think it over. Mean- 
while, we have a law whereby any Chancellor 
who gets more than two years in arrears in the 
collection of our taxes, must lose his head. 
As therefore you are more than a hundred years 
behind, will you prefer that it shall be removed 
all at once, or, in four chops, say one every three 
months. We will give you every consideration 
under the circumstances. 

(Enter Maids of Honour.) 

U/iief Matd. — May it please your Majesty, the sap- 
ling planted on the Princess's last birthday is 
now a huge and stately tree 1 



(Enter Courtiers.) 

Chief Courtier. — My liege, a thicket of vast height 
encircled the palace on three sides, and as we 
approached, lo ! it vanished, leaving no trace 
behind ! 

(Enter Poet, Jester, and Wise Man.) 

Poet. — My liege, the sea, which yesterday was a good 
league hence, now beats but half-a-raile from 
the palace gates 1 

Jester. — And the river has left its bed beneath the 
rocks, and wanders through the meadows ! 

King. — Strange, strange, strange, then it must be 
true. Asleep for a hundred years ! Young 
Prince stand forth. We much regret our hasty 
judgment. You have rendered us princely 
service. Accept our apology, and name your 
reward. 

Prince. — Apology I need not, King, and my best 
reward is here. ( Takes Princess Crystal's hand.) 

King.—Oi that we'll speak anon. Meanwhile this 
is our daughter's birthday. Join our festivities 
I pray you. One more dance, and then to the 
banqueting hall. 
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